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D. W. Griffiths 
 

Matter for Decision 
 
Wards Affected:   Neath North 
 
Neath Town Centre Redevelopment – Stopping Up Order and 
Diversion of the Highway under Section 247 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
1.  To seek authorisation for the Director of Environment or Head of 

 Engineering to sign the application for a ‘Stopping Up’ Order for 
 Fairfield Way, Neath and duly submit the application to Welsh 
 Government for their approval. 

 
Executive Summary 
 
2.  Authorisation to submit an application for a ‘Stopping Up’ Order for 
 Fairfield Way, Neath.  
 
Background 
 
3.  Following the demolition of the old Civic building, multi-storey car 
 park, retail units and Law Court, and subsequent construction of 
 new civic building, multi-storey car park and retail units, the 
Council  has aspirations to develop the remaining area.  Stopping up 
Fairfield  Way would allow the site to be made available for future 
 development. 
 
4. To enable Fairfield Way to be stopped up, Water Street will 
become  two way.  The following works will be necessary:-  

 

 Widening the carriageway to the front of the Civic Building. 

 Installing traffic signals on the junction with Gnoll Park Road 
and St. David’s Street. 



 

 Replacement of existing disabled and residential on street 
parking with 14 residents’ parking spaces and two disabled 
spaces. 

 Provision of a new vehicle turning area. 

 Relocation of the pedestrian crossing point on Gnoll Park 
Road to become part of the signal controlled junction. 

 Relocation of loading bay.  

 For legal reasons, the Council must authorise the relevant 
Director or Head of Service to sign the application. 

 
Financial Impact 
 
5.  There is no financial impact associated with this report. 
 
6.  Consequences of not approving the authorisation required will 
 seriously affect the highway works necessary to allow Neath Town 
 Centre Redevelopment Scheme to commence. 
 
Equality Impact Assessment 
 
7.  A Screening Assessment has been undertaken to assist the 
Council  in discharging its Public Sector Equality Duty under the 
Equality Act  2010.  After completing the assessment it has been 
determined that  this proposal does not require an Equalities Impact 
Assessment. 
  
Workforce Impacts 
 
8.  There are no workforce impacts associated with this report. 
 
Legal Impacts 
 
9.  All of the land required for the proposed alterations to Water Street 
 is designated as highway or highway verge.  The works can 
 therefore be undertaken under permitted development rights.  
There  is no requirement for planning approval.  
 
Risk Management 
 
10.  There are no risk management issues associated with this report. 
 
 



 
Consultation 
 
11.  There is no requirement under the Constitution for external 
 consultation on this item. 
 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that:-  
 
12. Authority is delegated to the Director of Environment and the Head 
 of Engineering & Transport to submit an application for a Stopping 
 Up and Diversion of Highways under Section 247 of the Town and 
 Country Planning Act 1990 to the Welsh Government. 
 
Reason for Proposed Decision 
 
13.  To allow development of the Neath Town Centre Redevelopment.  
 Stopping up Fairfield Way would allow the site to be made 
available  for future development. 
 
Implementation of Decision 
 
14.  The decision is proposed for implementation after the three-day 
 call-in period.  
 
Appendices 
 
Appendix 1  –  Order Plan  
Appendix 2  –  Application form S247 Stopping Up of Diversion 
    of Highways 2015 
Appendix 3  –  Proposed development plan 
 
List of Background Papers 
 
15.  None 
 
Officer Contact 
 
16.  Mrs Amanda J. Phillips – Programme & Commissioning Manager 
 Tel: 01639 686483 or e-mail: a.phillips2@npt.gov.uk   
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